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is juncture Count Schlieffen, the German Chief of Staff and thor of the plan for the invasion of France through Belgium, .opted in the Great War, " was in favour of the earliest >ssible thorough clearing up with France at arms. No waiting i or twenty years for a world war, but so thorough a setde-ent that thereafter there should be no fear of a world war. ance should be provoked until she had no course left but take up arms." Whether Billow and Holstein were prepared go that length may be doubted, but they decided on a policy :iich the authority above quoted describes as a " deep ani liberate provocation to France." To make its meaning ;ar, the ground chosen was Morocco, on which the British d pledged their diplomatic support to France, and which as bound to afford a test of the meaning and value of the itish-French agreement. It now appeared that the Germaiiis id only been waiting a favourable moment for their return ow to this act of policy.
revocation and Intrigue
The German plan revealed in the year 1905 had two phases.
was first an attempt to intimidate the French by challenging leir policy in Morocco and next an attempt to wean the Tsar •om the Franco-Russian Alliance, and induce him to make a •eaty with Germany to which France too, under pressure, rould be compelled to adhere/ The first part was inaugurated n March 31 by the Kaiser's landing at Tangier, where he stentatiously offered his patronage and protection to the 'ultaiv then in a state of friction with the French, who desired o " reform "his administration in ways that he disliked.
From this beginning the Germans went on to demand that the vhole question of Morocco should be submitted to a European onference and were so threatening that the French Govern-nent became alarmed and sacrificed their Foreign Minister, Delcasse, who had resisted this pressure to the point at which Jiilow, the German Foreign Minister, had declined to have urther dealings with him. (June 6, 1905.) Instead of being ppeased by this sacrifice the Germans renewed thek presstroe, nd on the threat of " standing behind the Sultan "with a! heir forces " compelled the French, to accept die September 28)* and even then continued to
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